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BUYOUT PROGRAM TO REMOVE MORE 
HOG OPERATIONS FROM FLOODWATERS THREAT

     RALEIGH – Six farms in eastern North Carolina have been added as candidates for the third phase of a unique buyout program intended to close swine farms in 100-year floodplain areas devastated six years ago during Hurricane Floyd.

     The innovative program, the only one of its kind in the U.S., was created by the Division of Soil and Water Conservation (DSWC) and financed by the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) in the aftermath of Floyd.  The goal is to protect sensitive water resources within agricultural regions prone to serious flooding.

     This latest round of buyouts earmarks farms in Beaufort, Greene, Perquimans, Tyrrell and Washington counties for permanent easements that will exclude feedlots on over 140 acres of farmland, close 14 waste lagoons and establish long-term conservation measures around streams and waterways running through the properties.

     “The recent devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina reminds us of the importance of reducing potential pollution hazards in future flood events,”  DENR Secretary Bill Ross stated.  “This program reflects our continuing commitment to creative partnerships that safeguard natural resources important to the well-being of all our citizens.” 

     Using a rating system that prioritizes farming operations by factors like flooding susceptibility and history, downstream water use and cost, DSWC selected the buyout candidates from among 55 bids submitted by eligible landowners within the 100-year floodplain.  A $3.8 million grant from CWMTF compensates the landowners once easements are finalized and the necessary conservation practices are in place.

      “We are very pleased to be a partner in the buyout project,” said CWMTF Executive
|Director Bill Holman.  “We consider this one of the most important and successful water
quality protection efforts in Eastern North Carolina.”

     Launched in 1999, the buyout program has already acquired 28 swine operations and closed 48 waste lagoons from earlier phases of bidding.  Once completed for all three phases, including the six farms just added, the program could potentially eliminate feedlot capacity for as many as 50,000 hogs and purchase conservation easements exceeding 1,000 acres.

     “This program offers farmers in the floodplain an opportunity to transition to other agricultural land uses and reduce the anxiety they feel every hurricane season,” notes DSWC Acting Director David Williams.  “The Clean Water Management Trust Fund has shown bold leadership by supporting this and other important working lands conservation programs.”
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