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State Directs Golf Courses to Register Water Withdrawals

RALEIGH –State officials are alerting golf course managers and owners that they are required to inform the state of certain daily water withdrawals. 
The N.C. Division of Water Resources mailed letters last week to golf course managers and owners reminding them that state law requires that they register with the state if the facility withdraws at least 100,000 gallons of ground or surface water on any single day of the year. 

Under recently enacted amendments to the drought laws, a facility that is required to register its water withdrawals and fails to do so is liable for a civil penalty of up to $100 a day until the registration has been properly completed. 
“Based on previous research and experience, the Division of Water Resources believes that most golf courses in North Carolina withdraw a minimum of 100,000 gallons of water at least once per year, thereby triggering the requirement for mandatory registration and annual reporting for these facilities,” states the letter from Tom Reeder, director of the Division of Water Resources.   

The letter directs golf course managers and owners to complete an attached golf course water survey and return it to the division no later than Nov. 1. The survey asks for information on the golf course’s water use in order to determine whether the facility needs to register. If a golf course fails to respond to the survey with information about its specific levels of water use, the state will use data generally available on golf course water use to enforce the water use registration requirements.
The letter went to golf course managers and owners who did not respond to the Division of Water Resources’ letter of Oct. 9, 2007 that formally requested that they complete a water use survey.   
Detailed information about the registration process is available under the “Permits and Registration” heading at the Division of Water Resources’ Web site, www.ncwater.org. 
Gov. Mike Easley signed the drought legislation on July 31. The drought legislation makes a number of changes to existing laws and improves the state’s ability to respond to drought, including strengthening enforcement authority related to water use reporting.
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